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the neighborhood & to take Post at the Portage of the Ouis-
consing’s & Foxes Rivers, there to collect all the Canoes and
Corn in the Country, for his own and for the use of the na-
tions higher up, who will be ordered to join him at the Con-
fluence of the Rivers Mississippi & Ouisconseing. Mr. Hesse
is ordered not to move from his first stand, until I send him
instructions by Sergt. [J. F.] Phillips of the 8" Reg!, who
will set out from this on the 10" of March with a very noted
Chief Machiquawish & his band of Indians. For want of a
Cypher & to assist the Serjeant, I am unwillingly obliged to
send a Private of the Kings Reg’, a Highlander, writing in
that language to the Brigadier.

The reduction of Pencour, by surprise, from the easy ad-
mission, of Indians at that place, and from assault from
those without, having for its defence, as reported, only 20
men & 20 brass Cannon, will be less difficult than holding it
afterwards. To gain both these ends the rich furr Trade of
the Missouri River, the Injuries done to the Traders who
formerly attempted to partake of it, & the large property
they may expect in the Place will contribute.

The Scious shall go with all dispatch as low down as the
Natchez, and as many intermediate attacks, as possible,
shall be made. We will endeavour a system and connection
in directing their operations to the service in view,

I have oaly to add that, I am with the greatest respect Sir
Your Excellency’s most obed® & most humble Serv®

Pat* SINCLAIR
L Gov* of Michilimackinac.

General Frederick Haldimand.

P.S. TIhave told Mr. Hesse & all the Traders to observe
strict iconomy & I have assured them that any pecuniary
advantages they may deny themselves, in making all the
same compleat preparations, shall be amply made up to
them in a better and surer way.



